
A Home Guard Scrapbook 

Recently, papers belonging to Herman Lofthouse, who fought in France in the First World War and who was 

a sergeant in the Kildwick and Farnhill Home Guard in the Second, have been made available to the Local 

History Group by John, his grandson. 

Rather than try to write a history, Herman’s papers are presented here as a scrapbook – a not-quite-

random collection of pictures with just a small amount of text by way of explanation.  It is our hope that 

other people might like to help us expand this collection with pictures and information of their own.  So if 

you have anything on the Kildwick and Farnhill Home Guard that you’d like to share with us, please email us 

at admin@farnhill.co.uk. 

Ready for action 

 

The current popular view of the Home Guard is, sadly, coloured by the TV programme “Dad’s Army”.  But 

the photograph above shows a well-organised and well-equipped group of men. 
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Whether the “Machine Gun Section” represents the whole of the Farnhill and Kildwick Home Guard unit is 

not known, but the photograph shown below, a clipping from the Craven Herald of May 3rd 2012, shows a 

slightly different cast of characters. 

 



On duty – the Bradley air crash 

On September 23rd 1943 a Wellington bomber on a training flight and crewed by members of the Polish Air 

Force crashed near the canal close to Farnhill Wood; all seven airmen on board were killed.   

The local Home Guard were dispatched to the site, and were afterwards commended for their actions. 

 

The above is just a part of the Battalion Orders for 6th October 1943.  Printed on what feels like tissue-

paper, the much-folded original is very fragile and the image above has been through some considerable 

software processing in order to make it at all readable. 

For further information on the crash, see http://www.yorkshire-

aircraft.co.uk/aircraft/planes/dales/hz251.html.  The crash memorial, erected thanks to the efforts of Peter 

Whitaker and Jim Hartley, can be approached by walking along the canal towpath from Cononley Lane Ends 

towards Bradley; it is just beyond the northern edge of Farnhill Wood. 

http://www.yorkshire-aircraft.co.uk/aircraft/planes/dales/hz251.html
http://www.yorkshire-aircraft.co.uk/aircraft/planes/dales/hz251.html


How the Home Guard saw themselves 

The Home Guard, the butt of many jokes both during and after the war, had a slightly different view of 

themselves.   

 



 

It would be nice to be able to say that this poem was written by a member of the local Home Guard, but in 

fact it is by C. Bramwell (see http://monologues.co.uk/Military/Hitlers_Downfall.htm).  Nevertheless, the 

fact that someone bothered to type it out and that Herman kept it, strongly suggests that it must have 

struck a chord. 

See Appendix A for another C. Bramwell WWII monologue. 

http://monologues.co.uk/Military/Hitlers_Downfall.htm


 

Another much-viewed scrap of paper.  You can almost hear the chaps in uniform reading it and saying to 

themselves “How true, how true”. 

Note on pre-decimal coinage: 18 whole pennies = 7½ pence. 

 



Tragic death of Norman Slingsby 

Accidents happen in war time too. 

Two newspaper reports.  

       

 



 

Corporal Walter Norman Slingsby, 33rd West Riding (Skipton) Bn. Home Guard, died on 15th October 1942.  

His name can be seen on the Kildwick war memorial.  A tragic death in the service of his country. 



When it was all over 

 



Appendix A – Another C. Bramwell monologue 

Liz Horsley, of South Yorkshire, has kindly contributed a newspaper cutting found amongst her late father’s 

papers.  It’s another poem/monologue by C. Bramwell; this one probably dating from the end of the war in 

Europe. 

 

What next ? 

It’s up to you really.   

Do you have any material on the Farnhill and Kildiwck Home Guard that you’d like to contribute to this 

scrapbook ?  If so, please contact us via email to admin@farnhill.co.uk. 
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