A Home Guard Scrapbook

Recently, papers belonging to Herman Lofthouse, who fought in France in the First World War and who was
a sergeant in the Kildwick and Farnhill Home Guard in the Second, have been made available to the Local
History Group by John, his grandson.

Rather than try to write a history, Herman’s papers are presented here as a scrapbook — a not-quite-
random collection of pictures with just a small amount of text by way of explanation. It is our hope that
other people might like to help us expand this collection with pictures and information of their own. So if
you have anything on the Kildwick and Farnhill Home Guard that you’d like to share with us, please email us

at admin@farnhill.co.uk.
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MARCH 1941,

The current popular view of the Home Guard is, sadly, coloured by the TV programme “Dad’s Army”. But
the photograph above shows a well-organised and well-equipped group of men.
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Whether the “Machine Gun Section” represents the whole of the Farnhill and Kildwick Home Guard unit is

not known, but the photograph shown below, a clipping from the Craven Herald of May 3™ 2012, shows a
slightly different cast of characters.
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This week’s nostalgia picture shows members of
the Farnhill and Kildwick Home Guard.

It has been loaned by Margaret Barrett, of
Silsden, whose father, Owen Alec Hartley, was one
of the local defence volunteers.

He lived in Farnhill and had already served
with the RAF and Fleet Air Arm.

In civvy street, he was a weaving overlooker at
Bairstow’s Mill, Sutton-in-Craven.

Mrs Barrett has few details of the Home Guard,
but knows that three of the other volunteers were

Mr Slingsby, Mr Kitson and Mr Tidswell.
® Do you have any old pictures of Craven scenes
or people? ]

We are always looking for photographs to
include in our popular Nostalgia feature. Send
them by email to lindsey.moore@cravenherald.
co.uk or post them to Lindsey Moore at The
Craven Herald, 38 High Street, Skipton BD23 1JU.
Or you can call her on 01756 794117. You can be
sure we will take good care of your photographs
and will return them in good condition.




On duty - the Bradley air crash

On September 23™ 1943 a Wellington bomber on a training flight and crewed by members of the Polish Air
Force crashed near the canal close to Farnhill Wood; all seven airmen on board were killed.

The local Home Guard were dispatched to the site, and were afterwards commended for their actions.

The above is just a part of the Battalion Orders for 6™ October 1943. Printed on what feels like tissue-
paper, the much-folded original is very fragile and the image above has been through some considerable
software processing in order to make it at all readable.

For further information on the crash, see http://www.yorkshire-
aircraft.co.uk/aircraft/planes/dales/hz251.html. The crash memorial, erected thanks to the efforts of Peter
Whitaker and Jim Hartley, can be approached by walking along the canal towpath from Cononley Lane Ends

towards Bradley; it is just beyond the northern edge of Farnhill Wood.
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How the Home Guard saw themselves

The Home Guard, the butt of many jokes both during and after the war, had a slightly different view of
themselves.




It would be nice to be able to say that this poem was written by a member of the local Home Guard, but in

fact it is by C. Bramwell (see http://monologues.co.uk/Military/Hitlers Downfall.htm). Nevertheless, the

fact that someone bothered to type it out and that Herman kept it, strongly suggests that it must have

struck a chord.

See Appendix A for another C. Bramwell WWII monologue.
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Another much-viewed scrap of paper. You can almost hear the chaps in uniform reading it and saying to
themselves “How true, how true”.

Note on pre-decimal coinage: 18 whole pennies = 7% pence.



Tragic death of Norman Slingsby
Accidents happen in war time too.

Two newspaper reports.




Corporal Walter Norman Slingsby, 33rd West Riding (Skipton) Bn. Home Guard, died on 15" October 1942.
His name can be seen on the Kildwick war memorial. A tragic death in the service of his country.



When it was all over




Appendix A - Another C. Bramwell monologue

Liz Horsley, of South Yorkshire, has kindly contributed a newspaper cutting found amongst her late father’s
papers. It's another poem/monologue by C. Bramwell; this one probably dating from the end of the war in

Europe.

2

. R

1 'T'OTHER day abr Adolf were bosstin’
i Ta t'rest of the crowd thiy wor theer
1 As ‘ow if it wasn't for "im, ‘lﬂxe,

They'd be——well, ’ee didn't kriow wheer.

Abp not ‘avin’ (hat” cried owd

Goorin'

us, AdoU's sucuessor, yer know

| An~ € thoiyt praps 17 'ué caugeg o TUMDUS
&by Adult might vack up ai’ xo.

b+ Nay.

i
1 Oh. Ah don‘t mean owt wrong,” stuttered
| Goorln¥ - :

* Juse try on’ keep thisen calm.”

“Pha’r ROt 'aviR’ what?” thundered Hitler,
And'is voice nearly hrowt t'eelling dahn.

f'»' Ah wor onty Just trytn® ta point aut
I S That we conld ’ave peace nfRy day;
'Gps it's- Hitierlsm they're teightin’,

; 1t's only thee ‘at’s in t' way.”

-‘v % |

) b
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What next ?

It’s up to you really.

“§o yer think Ahm In-t* way,” muttered

Adojf,

“ Alreight, then! &h’l ’and In mi bat;
Al glve up mi life Pust tn save yer.”
Aye. the brave Littid teliow sald that!

“For t' ‘onour o t° ‘Qer-'sn.ers’ Union
Ah'tl make the rupdme sacpifice;
Onlv promise yer'll pRt up a statue,

AD® see that It mages we lovk nice*

Well Adolf went tahha an’ shook ‘ands,
like

W' Al ‘At wor sittin’ in ' room:
The snviles on thelr faces upset ’‘lm—
'Ee thowt they might shuw some sigds
of gloom. &

Then ‘ee thowt of the #tatue Chey'd
pronvsed : '
Ta pat up for whst ‘ee ad done;
An' 'lx name wotddn't ‘arf be In t' papers;
’Ee’d 'ave publicity second ta aun.

acrifice

o

I

80 'ee bravel took up a revolver,

An’ wi " ‘eld ‘Igh in the alr,
Went into t{nest room 'at wor empty—
‘Ee'd decided ta do t’ deeg thete,

'Otvdiuoom# an’ t* others vat waltln’,
AD expectant ook In thelr eyed;
They wor gefeing away wi’ it nlesly. |
An’ foit tljat they’d been very wise

an sudden‘l,\} from that next chamber
The expicted sbot did ring out.

“ Well, chaps”. sald Adolf's anccessor,
* Ahnt t boss now, without any doubt.'
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But just then't door wns IHng open,
An® Adolf ganme out: “Damn!” he hissed

« Whatiyvers the matter?™ asks toorln?,
“Why. cal’t ta see, fathexd?  Ab'w

missed” . .
et C. BRAMWELL.

*

————

Do you have any material on the Farnhill and Kildiwck Home Guard that you’d like to contribute to this
scrapbook ? If so, please contact us via email to admin@farnhill.co.uk.
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